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Ta Cominenta on Current Evente F.ntot Item Steadings Here 


The following is un excerpt from u letter received by 
& ilow Yorl: broadcasting company: 


"I tuke the liberty of bothering you again with those 
lines, to awaken the United States people to a danger they do not sea. 
For the past month numerous Germans having come from Dakar (africa) by 
air as fifth columns, to croate disturbances in the Latin snerican 
countries. They are already proving their work in Buonos Aires where thoy 
jecrod the represontative of Fresident Roosevelt (1M. Douglas Fairbanks) 
and in addition sabotares have taken place in the Departments of War and 
Navy, with a loss cstimated at $80,000 dollars, etc. The schemors Foreman 
and Rau&bulerg (Nazi secretarios of Hitler) have civon optimistic results 
together with those of Burd (of Chicago, UeSeAe), espionage and sabotare 
agoncye 


"France is being pressed to enter .ths: war within fifteen 
days, according to Pierre Laval through Radio Paris, transmitted in Spanish 
at 1 otclock in the morning of May 22nde 


"The situation in the next month will be very grave for the 
United States as woll as Latin ancrica, since once England has been 
defeated, disturbances would breuk in South america under the pretext of 
warning to the aAnericans, that is the plan of Hitlor,. 


"Erich Dannenbergh (sgd)" 


Ste Ai _ehd Hogs 
FREDERICK D. SHARP, 


Lieut. Col. ? GeSele 
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Ref. "Argentina, the Weak Point ....-...+", G-2 Report 
No. 6618, I.G. 2020, May 6, 1941. 


In Comments on Current Evonte Eater Item Moadings Here 


The following information is furnished by the Chief of the Special 
Section of the National Gendarmerie regarding the persons mentioned 
as attending the meeting:- 


VOLLBERC( or VOLLWERK.) Heinrich:- Commanding General of all the 
Sections, Counsellcr of the German Chamber of Commerce, A jefe in 
the "Unién Alemana de Gremios", Offices at 25 de Mayo No. 145, 4th 
floor, and Alsina No. 1250, A jefe of N.S.V. (Mutual Aid Society), 
Azopardo No. @16, A jefe of "Winter Help" in "Casa Parda" at 25 de 
Mayo No. 145, V.D.G. No. 39. 


SCHRIFFER, Erwin (SCHRIEFER):- Lives at Santa Rosa No. Lh2 
(Martinez), Office on Avenida R. S. Pefia No. 760, Phone 34-2421, 
President of German "Unién de Gremios Alemanes" (7,000 members, 4,000 
of which are in Buenos Aires). 


LEONHARD(T), Heinrich:- 28 years old, sent here by Germany. Had 
no fixed residence, but now at Chile No. 1356. Charged with control 
of anti-Nazi Germens. Had a car, license plate 04296 (1940). 

(See Lene Hoersch) 


HOERSCH, Lene:- Lives at Chile No. 1356 (Buenos Aires), 
sweetheart of Heinrich LEONHARD. Came to Argentina (19387) with 
SANSTEDE. 


Von SIMONS, Walter:- Ex-Chief of Gestapo in Chile, 45 years old, 
married, 1.80 meters tall, brown hair, wears glasses. Now head of 
Transocean, Avenida de Mayo No. 833, 3rd floor. Dr. ARNOLD is sub- 
director of Transocean, end director of Revista TROMMLER (Drum). 


HERRMANN, Alfred:- Treasurer of German Chamber of Commerce, 
25 de Mayo No. 145, 2nd floor. Nazi agitator. 
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WILKENING, Walter:- Lives at Piedras No. 246. This house is con- 


sidered an “estacién de 


bloaueo"; probably has arms hidden in it, for a 


possible subversive movement. 


MAUBACH, Wilhelm: - 


Lives at Sarmiento No. 381. This house is 


considered an "estacién de blogueo". Possibly arms are stored therein. 


ARNOLD, Dr.:- Vice-President of Transocean, Avenida de Mayo No. 
833, 3rd floor. Director of Revista TROMMLER. 


ROHMER, Dr. Wilhelm:- Physician and surgeon, Cérdoba No. 785, 
phone 31-0277. Anchorena No. 2485, phone 41-9030. Writer for TROMMLER. 
Member of "Liga Germénica Argentina". 


TJARKS, Herman & Co. - Fmil:- Owners of "Deutsche La Plata Zeitung". 


Lives at Corrientes No. 
Fenime. 


672. Has son John Wilhelm. His wife is Ana 


LUTGE, Dr. Wilhelm:- Jefe of "Liga Germénica". 


WIELAND, Wilhelm: ~ 


Secretary of "Federation of German Circles of 


Beneficence and Culture", directed by MULLER. 


BRANDT, Dr. Gottfried:- Member of Board of "Liga Germfnica". 
Lives at Victoria No. 2101, phone 62-3942. 


UNION ALEMANA DE GREMIOS:- One of more important groups for Nazism 

in Argentina. Has 7,000 members, 4,000 of which are in Buenos Aires. 
Its primary mission is to maintain permanent vigilance over German 
workmen and to collect "subscriptions" from them. Its secondary mission 


4s that of getting jobs 


for and aiding Nazis out of work. It has a 


vast and complete network to aid Nazis to enter Argentina without 


passports. President: 


Manager. 


Erwin SCHRIEFER (SCHRIFFER), Vice-President: 


~ Eckart NEUMANN; the important man, however, is Kurt LANGE, who is 
oS 


COMMENT: - I am informed today by Comandante Berenguer that, Colonel 
Calderon, former Chief of Police, has turned over to "Accién Argentina" 
the speech by VOLLBERG (or VOLLWERK), and that it will be published in 
a week or so. He said that he (Berenguer) regretted the publication 


of the speech, but that 
several, thousend copies 


"Accién Argentina" was giving Colonel Calderon 
for propaganda purposes. The day after 


G-2 Report No. 6618, I.G. 3020 of May 6, 1941, was written, "Critica" 
published a synopsis of the minor parts of this speech, leaving out 
some of the most significant points. Furthermore, it was placed at 
the bottom of an inside page and not given undue prominence, although 
it carried a 3 column head. 


John W. Lang, 
Colonel, Inf., 
Military Attaché. 


All copies airmailed May 9, 1941. 


From M.A. Argentina 
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Summarization of Report 
lassie tites Nazi official tells of organization in Argentina 
“Argentina is the weak point in Panamerican Solidarity", 


and says: 
and then gives plans for economic blockade of country to break 
Panamerican unity. 


Te Commenta on Current Frente Enter Iter Meadings Mere 


"On March 5, 1941, a meeting of high Nazi officials was held in the 
German Embassy in Buenos Aires. Those who attended were:- 


1. Dr. Wilheln Brandt 8. Dr. Arnold 

2. Wilhelm Lutje 9. Ernest Grunwald 

3. Wilhelm Manbach 10. Dr. Wilhelm Rohmer 
4. Walter Wilkening 11. Walter von Simons 
5. Richard Leute 12. Erwin Schriefer 

6. Alfred Herrmann 13. Heinrich Leonhardt 
7. Emil Tjarks 14. Wilhelm Wieland 


"At this meeting the chief of the 'Oficina ae Fomento del Comercio 
Alem4n con la Repiblica Argentina', Heinrich Vollberg, talked on the 
theme 'Argentina - the Weak Point of Panamerican Solidarity'. Among 
other things, he said:- 


'There is the old and simple fact that every political 
idea, hovever good it may be, lacks probability of success 
1) if it cannot be placed on a firm and well 
organized economic basis, and 
2) if it fails to have behind it the necessary 
military force to overcone every resistance to 
new ideas. : 


'History shows that without the proper military backing, 
such ideas cannot succeed, nor can their application be assured if 
the economic basis is lacking or is insufficient. Thus the conclusion 
is deduced thet for the realization of any new political theory, the 
economic basis plays a more important role than the military. 


'From this conclusion it is not difficult to determine the 
real value - or better said the lack of value - of Panamericanisn. 
'Since the enunciation of the Monroe Doctrine of "America 
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for the Americans", this idea of continental volitics has been the 
object of many pseudoscientific studies, of impassioned parliamentary 
discussions, of pheanteasmagoric writers and fruitless conferences. 


'The Monroe Doctrine was later converted into an instrument 
for Yankee economic expansion. The canitalist bankers and industrial 
titans in North America used it as en anpropriate instrument to 
increase their financial and economic influence in Latin America, 
and to defend themselves from European competition. In every 
Panamerican Conference held to date, the agenda vresented by the 
United States follow the same finality: to seperate Latin American 
countries from their economic link with Eurove and to convert them into 
commercial, industrial and financial colonies of the United States. 


‘It is necessary to recognize that the United States has 
been somewhct successful with this policy. The Central American 
countries: Cuba, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Haiti, Santo 
Doringo, Nicaragua, and Panam4, as well as Venezuela and Colombia, 
are independent sovereigties only in name; their internal and 
external politics are determined in Washington, and their economic 
life in New York. 


"Also in‘Mexico, Peru, Ecuedor, Bolivia, Uruguay and 
Chile yankee economic imperialism has achieved strong positions 
which yankee diplomacy uses to influence the internal and external 
policy of other countries. 


'Of the countries of South America which have up to now 
successfully defended themselves against American tutelage, Argentina 
stands in the front rank. We do not offer anything new when we 
assert that Argentina is the traditional and irreconcilable adversary 
of the United States. Fron the capitalistic point of view, this 
antagonism has many causes. Also, Argentina is an independent 
state in name only: her politics, economy, finances are directed from 
London. Argentina is a British colony. 


'This fact can be proved. The complex Argentine economy 
has beon formed with foreign capital. The latest figures show foreign 
capital in Argentina as follows:- England $ 5,200,000,000 (pesos), 
France 800,000,000 pesos, Belgium 230,000,000 pesos, Holland 
140,000,000 pesos. The total amount of European capital invested 
in Argentina is about 6,500,000,000 pesos, of which 80% is British. 

In comparison, American investments amount to only 350,000,000 
pesos. 


‘Corresponding to the preponderant influence of English 
capital, production in Argentina is adapted principally to the 
necessities of foreign markets, especially the English. In 1936, 
37 and 38 total Argentine exports amounted to 5,367,163,005 pesos. 
Those to Central and Western Eurove were:- 


England 1,713,033 ,035 32.0%, 
Belgium 450,649,145 8.4 
Holland 460,849,415 8.4 
Germany 417, 367,308 7.8 
France 25957755159 4.8 
Italy 218 ,809,839 4.1 
Dennark 83,624,886 ( 

Sweden 73,489,644 ) 4.0 
Norway 57,095,547 ( 
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Czechoslovakia 56,880,937 ( 
Poland 4742h0,519 ) 2.0 
TOTAL 3,838 ,824,434 71.5% 


he United States imnorted only 614,936,782 or 11.4% 


'From this comperison it is seen that Argentine economy 
depends on the markets of Europe, in prosperity as in deoression. 


‘A change in the distribution of Argentine exports in favor 
of the United States is impossible considering Argentine products, 
the principal of which are meat, wheat, corn, linseed, hides and wool. 
The United States produces these same things in excess of her own 
necessities. Therefore, the United States is and will continue to be 
a competitor of Argentina in the foreifn markets, especially in Europe. 


'That competition alone constitutes a great obstacle to the 
United States' efforts to get Argentina lined up in a common Panamerican 
policy. No Argentine Governnent has un to now had its own political 
policy in Panamerican problems - they had to follow scrupulously 
directions from London. Thus one can infer that the antagonism 
between Argentina and the United States is nothing more than the old 
rivalry between England and the United States. 


‘Owing to these two circumstances, all efforts of the 
United States indirectly and predominately to influence Argentina 
throush the policy of Panamericanism will fail. In other words: 
Argentina is the weak spot in Panamerican solidarity. 


'Since the present war commenced in Europe, the intensive 
Panamerican policy directed from Washington assumed against Europe 
a more agressive position than before. Foreseeing the future new 
order and the economic union of Europe under the absolute domination 
and nolitical control of Germany, the United States attempted to 
obtain absolute political hegemony over the American continent and a 
more intensive economic penetration of the southern hemisphere. 


'The success of such a plan would be not only a powerful 
obstacle for the future Pan-European policy of Hitler, but also a 
great danger, if not an impediment to the German plans with resnect 
to South America now generally outlined. 


‘For racial reasons, from a policy of food supply and territory 
as well as of raw materials, Germany has been obliged and has decided 
to proceed to a revision of the present political conformation of 
South America. The great distances between South America and Europe, 
and besides the assured expectation of intervention by the U.S. Navy, 
excludes the realization of such revision by military means on the 
part of Europe. Therefore, all our preparatory work toward that 
future objective has been concentrated and has to continue con- 
centrating itself on creating economic, political and diplomatic 
means to fight against this, by the aid of which the hidden objective 
can be reached. These methods of combat must of necessity be pertly 
offensive and partly defensive, defensive in smashing American plans 
for South America while the war lasts. 


‘Up to now our labor in this regard has been crowned with 
great success. For that our principal effort has been concentrated 
in Argentina, the weak point in the Panamerican front. Taking skilful 
advantage of the special economic situation of Argentina, its internal 
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political dissensions, such as - and it is certainly paradoxical - 
the convergence of British economic interests with ours, we have 
gotten the circles that dominate oolitics and thet direct the 
economy to assume an attitude favorable to us and directed against 
the United States. 


‘Our present mission consists not only of maintaining 
this condition until military operations in Euronve end, but also 
of augmenting the belief that for Argentina the reestablishment of 
commercial relations with Eurone under the limitless direction of 
Adolf Hitler will be possible only if Argentina's opposition to 
America's nlans is maintained. 


'The political isolation of Argentina which would be 
achieved in this way is of decisive importance for the political 
future of Germany, on its way toward the fulfilment of its own 
plans and the breaking up of the Panamerican front. 


'The execution of these plans will enter the decisive 
phase immediately after the defeat of England. We cannot fix 
that date now, but for us Nationalsocialists there is no doubt 
that British resistance will be broken this year. We are guaranteed 
that by the word of our Fuehrer and by the victorious German Army. 


"In Argentina, our mission is to prepare the ground most 
carefully and to improve and strengthen the offensive elements of 
the fight which later will enter into action in everything that is 
within our field of activities. 


‘For that, spoken and written propaganda plays an 
important role. The object of this propaganda is to awaken many 
doubts as to the sincerity of all American promises, present and 
future, and not only in political and economic circles, but also 
in the great mass of the people. The greater and more general the 
lack of confidence created in the United States, the easier it will 
be to further the hopes that immediately after the war the old 
commercial relations with Europe will be renewed, and thus an end 
will come to the internel economic difficulties caused by the war. 


'The propaganda used to attain these objectives should 
avoid intelligently all fundamental auestions of ideology and 
political themes. For the Argentine in general, and more so for 
the professional politician, politics has always been a means for 
acquiring personal wealth. Therefore, it is psychologically correct 
to stimulate egoisms and efforts to get personal benefits of a 
material nature. It is certain that the political and economic 
revolutions, which we are trying to realize in Argentina, will 
meet much less resistance the more we sow the conviction or belief 
that by it the general economic situation in Argentina will be 
bettered, and thus the possibilities for each one to become rich 
will be increased. 


"Besides, it is important to know in what respects the 
German importation in Argentina had to fight prior to this present 
war against powerful foreign competition. European competition 
won't exist after this war; the economic domination of Europe will 
not only give us means to beat it down, but will enable us to use 
it as a weapon against Japanese and American competition. But a 
correct understanding of this competition is essential basis for the 


efficient employment of this weapon. For this reason our 
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coreligionists, especially those who are businessmen, must send us 
reports on all available details of commercial relations of Argentina 
with Javan and the United States. 


'The internal situation in Argentina is also an object of 
our especial attention. The present abyss between the Radical Party, 
the most powerful party, and the "selected minority", La Concordancia, 
which exercises the executive function, does not result entirely from 
the internal situation, and much less from political causes, as both 


- parties argue in public. An appreciable cause comes from the work 


of our confidential agents who operate in both volitical groups; 

some of them have very extensive political connections and great 
possibilities of influence on certain personalities in whom we are 
esvecially interested. These confidential men work conscientiously 
to keep alive the controversy between these two strongest political 
groups by inciting them to a futile and great waste of political 
energy - and thus discrediting them in the eyes of the public. The 
more the administration and the opnosition are discredited, the riper 
the public is for our vropaganda and ultimate plans. 


'The agitated internal politics of Argentina in the past 
teaches that political revolutions were never achieved against the 
will of the Army or against the will. of the generals, who always have 
exercised great political influence. In every successful coup d'état, 
the impulse and execution were mostly in the hands of high military 
chiefs. 


‘Our efforts to maintain a constant influence among the 
Army officers and to make them friendly to us have hed only partial 
success. Among the majority of the younger officers (who lack 
political influence) and especially among those of Germen descent, we 
have been able to arouse great sympathy by means of skilful and 
discreet propaganda, supported by the personal influence of our 
confidential men. There exists, however, small possibility that 
high officers on the active list and of great political influence 
will demonstrate the same open sympathy at the decisive moment for 
the execution of our plans. Especially selected and capable, 
confidential men have very discreetly been engaged for some time in 
the mission of persuading at least a part of the higher officers to 
adovt a passive,hopeful and neutralizing attitude, and to sabotage, 
if necessary, whatever active defensive measures other high officers 
may take. 


'Of considerable importance in our preparatory task is 
that of the Germans and people of German descent who liwe in Argentina. 
Thousands of them support our cause. Many more sympathize with us. 
The great military successes of Germany during last year bind many of 
them more closely than ever to us. The primary mission of every 
party officer is to make of these people wholehearted comrades. The 
severest discipline, the unconditional submission to the will of the 
directors, and an extraordinary agressive fighting spirit are, as 
the decisive moment approaches, the conditions which must predominate 
in those elements of our organization which may be destined for 
active intervention. 


'The preparatory work under our direction among Italian 
and Spanish organizations and also those of our Argentine friends is 
progressing favorably. Our Argentine friends have merited our special 
consideration by virtue of the necessity of having it appear to the 
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public as a vopular movement when the moment comes for an onen 
outbreak, and later vhen a national-authoritative fovernment is 
formed. 


With particular cere we have been eble to form and draw 
to us a eat but select circle of Arrentines who, for their versonal 
jdeas and ability, knowledge and exnerience, influence and nolitical 
connections, are destined to represent the directorate of a national- 
authoritarian Argentina, which we consider 2 sten in transition (from 
present to totalitarian). As the majority of these Argentines are 
motivated by embition, or as Alfred Muller said correctly, to satisfy 
their itch for money; these circumstances constitute an inevitable 
esthetic imperfection which will later be rooted out, when the new 
situation we are going to create is consolidated. These elements 
will be purged, since, according: to our nlans, their collaboration 
has been anticineted ror the first sten only, and thus for a limited 
time. 


‘When he wes recently in Berlin, Party member Dr. Baron von 
Thermenn exrlained nersonelly to Geuleiter Bohle why, in spite of our 
most coreful prepveretion, the plens for last year could not at the 
last moment be carried out. In many conferences with Party members 
and Ministers Hess, Himmler, Goebbels, tunk and Darré, which were 
attended by Koehn, Kuester and Mueller, it was decided to proceed 
in Argentina actively es soon es Enrland is definitely linuidated. 


Pe new and definite vlen of action assures us of 100% 
possibility of success. It foresees as the vrincinal means in the 
firht the effective employment of an economic weapon which un to 
nw has been used as a threat only to nroduce psycholorical effects, 
namelv: the closins of “uroneen consumers! markets to Argentine exports. 


'Kerlior in av tulk I demonstr: ted th: t before the wer kurone 
consumed elmost three fourths of Arrentina'ts exports. ‘ihe loss of a 
eonsiderible oarto of these imrkets ond the jmoossibility of finding 
nev meorkets coused G preve econonmie crisig here. The future totel 
less oi the bnoelish menbet will necesserily orovoke economic disester 
maak soete lo pnd pobtutes ) brealdesn. In thir cituetion the sinole, 
offtess lopangune sent of en economie block: ce vill provoke, even thourh 
Sop go ochort tise only, on intolercbie chtuetion, or even the inmediete 
voll IEE 


oO 


eT Lee AS : 
fF he existing orsaer. 


Tn olaborvetineg olens to briijt shout vuch o cituetion, ve 
Arve trken into cecount slso the sovsibilityw of Ameriean nae ee er 


tothe for: of sucnertine credits cnc econemie cid. Tn this cese, the 
apettbesd oe Liection of econnate blockede of fyeonting by peroce dc 
fopesrmene 
Mere ponent) Coluion oxictisa here thot Diencaiste’y after 

the ery Murese will nevd urgently fr - enti oroducte:s this ts vrone. 
‘haa ction of food gieiormeacomotertols fron oversess during the 
Tipotoooertycas verre VLLL be sultect to considerebie Limitetion, 

Ren yoluntery end vartiy for recsens proving out of the wer end 
a . the surepesn New Order. On one hend, ineresse in huroveen ore cubien 


eeu ted cven new by every inmensns, os well as the rationiny oi 
Leperted arti¢elos of ell kinds «ill be maintcined for a lon; time: on 
the other kond, the prest secreity of storage snace will for a lon: 
Lime Lieit to c minimum overseas imeorts to Europe. Uryent and 
indionenseble erticles can be sunnlied over a long period froit 
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eceusléetea ver reserves end by current mroduction in other vlaces, 
such as the United Stetes, Canede, Austrelic, Asis end Africa. 


‘Also the necessities of Euroremn exnortetion and the 
interest in Arrentina es a consuner of menufectured nroducts villi 
constitute 6 vroblem remiring later solution. “uroneen industry vill 
have to be reorrenized end trensforned froa ver to neace production; 
this will require some time. 


‘ror these reesons end vitnout feon-rdiving herself, the 
New Europe can for & lone time maintain an inexorzble economic 
blockade ereinst Arrentina, end certainly lon; enoush to brine about 
the aestruction of the existing sociel end voliticel order in order 
to preprre the country ano ite peonle for the ection ve then will 
undertake - this in spite of a!1l venkee hely to Arvcntina. 


"The moment for this section cannet vet be nredicted by 
any of us, but every Party member here today, each en Joying the 
absolute confidence of our Fiiehrer and of our Geuleiter Bohle, 
and executing sneciz] #nd delicate tasks within: our preneretory 
organizetion, must have the unmistekable conviction thet that moment 
will arrive with fatal certainty. A well understood duty of each 
one of you is to dedicate to that conviction 611 your thourhts and 
actions. 


'Foreseeiny the extraordinary economic misery each inhabitent 
of this country will feel because of the economic blockade, the 
executive bourd has in addition to the "inter Help", provided for 
the creation of a special organization of assistance whose mission 
will be to advise and help in every way the Party members, working 
members, German sympathizers, and those of German descent belonging 
to other organizetions. It must be expected, nevertheless, that even 
now each one anticirate the situation which will exist end take 
necessery stens to overcone for himself the difficulties resulting 
from curtailed business activities and unemployment. German colonists 
in the interior should be advised discreetly,and obviously without disclosing 
to them the real motives, they must begin to and for some time 
adapt their economic activities to subsisting: on local products 
and suspend monenturily the production of export articles which will be 
affected by the blockade. Such a precautionary measure will make 
them more resistant to future difficulties, and in many cases will 
permit them to sustain themselves while all around them everything 
collepses.!" 


COMMENT: 

The foregoing is a translation I made of a paper in Spanish which 
was lent to me by the Chief of the Specie]. Section of the National 
Gendarmerie. He is charged with watching Nazi activities. I heard 
from e Military Intelligence Reserve Officer in Bogoté that my informant 
is pro-American and was desirous of making contact with our Embassy, 
so I established contact. A copy of this purported speech on "Argentina, 
the Veak Point in Panamerican Soliderity" was given by me to the 
Embassy here. Comandante Berenguer, my informent, is considered in the 
Embassy as "one who cannot be bought by the Nazis". 


The 14 gentlemen who are recorded as attending the meeting 
appear in Embassy records as follows:- 
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BRANDT, Dr. Gottfried:- Considered by many as the Party Chief in 
Argentina. QOvns a medicinel and chemical factory. Reputed to be 
wealthy end an ardent Nazi. 


MAUBACH, Wilhelm:- Owns a photo shop which is a Nazi meeting place. 
Specializes in getting photos of British, French, etc. egents, and 
uncomplimentary ones of Argentines and diplomats. Revorted to be 
used by Transocean and German Embassy as "candid" photographer. 


WILKENING, Walter:- Ovms a music store, radio revair and 
accessory shop. Reported as a "listener" for the Nazis. Distributes 
programs of German radio broadcasts snd maintains e ceaseless check 
on German "amateur" redio operators in Argentina. 


Von SIMONS, Walter:- Head of Transocean for South America. 
Considered most dangerous Nazi propagendist. Has been in Argentina 
since October ‘40, although he resided here previously. Came from 
Lima. 


LEONHARDT, Heinz:- Nazi egent. Travels extensively through 
South America. ONI has dsta on him. 


TJARKS, Emil:- Said to own "Deutsche La Plata Zeitung". 


Am seeking information regarding the others. 


John W. Lary, 
Colonel, Inf., 
Military Attaché. 


All copies airmailed May 7, 1941. 
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In Commente on Current Fventa Eater Hem Headinge Here 


During the past week delegates from all over Argentina to the number 
of 370 gathered {n Buenos Aires at the call of Accién Argentina(whose 
organization and leaders were reported as mentioned in above reference) to 
take steps outside the government for consolidating public opinion against 
the Totalitarian regimes and in favor of united democracies in the Western 
Hemisphere. The meetings were called "Cabildo Abierto" or "open forum" 
in English - better still "Town Meeting" New England style. 


In the space of just less than a year since "Accién Argentina" was 
formed in 19/40, the democratic movement which it inaugurated in the 
Federal Capital has spread until now there are branches throughout the 
Republic. The 370 delegates meeting in Buenos Aires for the first Cabildo 
Abierto represented the thinking people, regardless of class or party 
ties, from every province of the country. 


Sefior Julio A. Noble, a civil engineer, ex-deputy, and head of the 
organization which is raising funds for the training of 5,000 civilian 
pilots, was the presiding officer. President Ortiz sent the meeting a 
written message of congratulation from his sick room. Such political 
leaders as Dr. Marcelo T. Alvear, Nicolas Repetto, Dr. Alejandro Ceballos, 
all of different political faiths, were among the speakers. 


Dr. Repetto stated: "A totalitarian victory would not only plunge into 
slavery the major part of the most advanced European countries, but menace 
the economic interests and undoubtedly break the system of reason and 
liberty of our own continent." 


Dr. Ceballos stated that the Nazis had already commenced their work 
of penetration and disruption in South America by seeking to provoke war 
between Peru and Ecuador, and that only the intervention of the United 
States, Brazil and Argentina had prevented bioodshed. 


Dr. Noble threw back the Argentine Nazi question: "Die for Great 
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Britain?" with the answer: "The women and children who die in Great 
Britian(under bombings) die for us." After alluding tb the vacillating 


Republic that in carrying out the propositions we have voted( advocating 
pro-democratic social and economic measures), he may count on the support 
of all of us." 


The delegates at Cabildo Abierto approved a 17-point declaration on 
economic policy, demanding, among other things, that the Government: open 
new markets, preferably in the Americas, for Argentine products; build a 
merchant navy; mobilize inactive capital and facilitate the entry of new 
capital; facilitate the exploitation of Argentine mineral wealth; balance 
the budget; tax income on public bonds; raise the income tax rate on 
incomes over $10,000 pesos per year; readjust rural rental contracts 
(share croppers); restrict profiteering on articles of prime necessity; 
subdivide the great land holdings to the benefit of the smell farmer; 
foster popular housing; nationalize the public services; give equal 
Salaries to women for the same work; foster immigration; and apply the 
colonigation law immediately. 


COMMENT. 


every section of the country. They showed the way to others by uniting 
against the menace of Totalitarian domination in South America and in 
favor of backing democrary and following the lead of the United States 
in the present world crisis. 
(See Current Events eA for the background of Seifior Noble). 
/ 
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John W. Lang, 
Colonel, Inf., 

Military Attaché. 
All copies airmailed May 29th. 
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The following is from the British Intelligence Service who had an 
agent, a member of the Club, present at the party. 


"April 29, 1941. 
"GERMAN CLUB. 

"A very drunken and happy party took place at this Club last 
Saturday(April 26) to celebrate the fall of Athens. They were openly 
boasting of their marvellous organization here(Argentina), end stated 

i| that the whole country can be in their hands within twenty-four hours. 
They have every group organized throughout the country to the minutest 
detail. The Navy, Army and Air Force will not have a chance to do 
anything as the main points of the city will be taken unawares and be 
in their possession within half an hour. The time for this to take place 
is stated to be the moment that the United States declares war on Germany, 
Government House and other government buildings, Post offices, wireless 
stations, barracks and other public buildings will be surrounded and taken 
by the people living in the vicinity. No warning will be given of this 
coup and the only news people will have will be when the matter is all 
over and the people will find they have lost everything." 


COMMENT. 

The action "predicted" may be consumated only if the Argentine Army 
is ripe for it. It is also my opinion that such action may be attempted 
largely as a diversion. Beyond doubt, a band of resolute Germans can 
paralyze Buenos Aires in a few hours by seizing public utilities ‘and. 
key points within the city, and if the Army is disaffected, they can 
hold them. The number of Nazi sympathizers in the Military Forces is 
notoriously large, therefore, any plans for ounter action on the part 
of the military will be known to the Nazis before it can be effected. The 

1 | "boss" of the nation, General Justo, has no especial love for the United 
States, but his hatred of the German ideology makes him comparatively 
pro-Ally. It is believed, therefore, that he will use his influence and 


power to suppress a coup d'etat. 
Jonh W. Lang, bor ete: 
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Summarization of Report 
When Required 


In Cotnmente on Current Events Enter Item Noadings Here 


The orpanizetions controlled or promoted by the German Embassy arc 
divided into three groups:- 


1. The out-spoken party organizations which 
control Germans and Germen-speaking 
residents. 


2, The German organizations which work in 
connection with Argentines. 


Va 


. The orgenizations built up by the Germen 
Embassy to fight, from an Argentine point 
of view, Allied and Panameri.can propagendé. 


First: After the so-celled Patagonian affair, the Argentine 
Government ordered the dissolution of the Nazi Party "National- * 
soninlistische Deutsche Arbeiter Partei, Lanaesgrruppe Argentinien" and 
the Labor Front "Deutsche Arbeitsfront, Landesgruppe Argentinien". * 
Both organizations were organized in local groups, cells and suvporting 
points. The Labor Front has also organized in German and Argentine 
(ostensibly Argentine, but in reality German) firms their ovn 
“conmunities" (Betriebszemeinschaften) «In addition, the German 
singing clubs have their central orgenization in the Deutscher Saenger- 
bund La Plata-Gau' the athletic clubs in the "Reichsbund fuer 
Leibesuebungen, La Plate-Gau", the bowling clubs in "Deutscher 
Keglerverband am Rio de Le Plata", the Germen Protestant Churches in 
the "Deutsche La Plate Synode, and the football (soccer) clubs in the 
| "peutsche Fussbellverband". After the Government's decision, the 
Party was reorganized with the same leader in the "Bund Deutscher 
Wohlfehrts-und Kultur-Gemeinschaften" ("Federacién de los Circulos 
Alemanes de Beneficencia y Cultura’). Local organizations, cells 
and other groups continue under other names. 


The Labor Front, nov called "Bund Schaffender Deutscher" ("Unién 
ALonpna dg, Gremigs"), has exactly thg Sane organization 4s before} 
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“Cay ore also "gleichgeschaltet", under Nazi control. 


The Unién Cerménics” ("Loutscher Volksbund fuer Argentinien") , 


which elso existed be 


fore Hitler's revime and hed one hundred fifty 


brenches in the country, vas during the first years a little opposed 


to the Perty eime: le 


ter, however, it ves built up as an orrenization 


to take over all Party work in case of difficulties. Now the'Unién 
Germénica" is responsible for German propaganda work in the interior, 
distribution of books, organization of motion picture showings, etc. 
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interior of the count 


ry to insvect the different organizations. The 
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the Garwn Club is 6 Gearuon soeia! center here pr eubines ore 


Orten entertained. 


THe Cepnen Rid'n: Club is very important, for there oflt acer 
of the ciyentine Army are permiunent ouests andere entertained in & 


clever en? fashtoneble manner. 


he Cernin soldiers! federation "heichshriecerbund Kuff Heaeuser", 
Which, before the new orders of the Arcentine Government, claimed to be 
controlled by the 5.S. ("Schutz Stuffel", i.e., Flite Guard), is a very 
food liaison orranization with the Lrprentine Army, mony of whose fenerals 
and chiefs served in Germin regiments and ere such "natural" German 


soldiers. 


The Rowing Club Teutonie elso plays an importent part in the 
propaganda campai¢n of the Nazis in Arrentina. 


The organivations mentioned in the first and second group ere 
contributing to the Winter helm, a special fund for the needy in 
Germany. 


Third: After the formation of "Accién Argentina", e democratic 
orgenization, the "Afirmacién Argentina" was orgenized. This group, 
which has a lot of adherents in certain Argentine nro-Fascist circles 
and among the youth, rroclaims the ripht of the Argentines to govern 
themselves and favors a policy of strict neutrality. 


A Society of Friends of Germany founded by embassy officials and a 
few Argentines connected with Germen commerce was a failure. 


The Italians have a few Italian Clubs and the "Dopolavore". 
The attempt to organize a society of descendants of Italians has been 
a failure, as was also the attempt to collect money for the Italian Red 
Cross. As yet Spanish organizations are of no importance. 


Gilt. 


John W. Lang, 
Colonel, Inf., 
Military Attaché. 
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Summarization of Report 
Whon Required 


In Comments on Current venta Enter Wem Heedings tere 


It has beon reported previously that General Juan Bautista Molina, 
Ret., has pronounced Nazi leanings. It has now been learned that he 
receives some of his orders direct from Berlin. By order of the Minister 
of Interior, General Molina is continuously under the eyes of the secret 
police. 


The General is acquainted with, but it is not known how intimately, 
Dr. Albino Pugnalin who is a local attorney and formerly Argentina Min- 
{ster in Tokyo. Pugnalin has offices here next door to the Japanese Leg- 
ation, and is really head man for Japanese propaganda(espionage?) in 
Argentina. He is also an intimate friend of Baron von Thermenn, the German 
Ambassador, and also works with a Japanese army officer named Nembei Kumai.. 
Furthermore, he receives much correspondence from both Germany and Japan. 


Pugnalin also has in his office, but very secretly, a Japanese named 


'|Shiro Ivasaki who is reported to be an ace Japanese spy’ He was Japanese 


; EPARTMENT 
WAR OF yorm 17 


consul in Kabul in 1938 under the neme of Shintaro Iwasaki. He came to 
Argentina about three months ago with three other Japanese, one of whom 
was connected with the embassy, and others with the Japanese Chamber of 
Coumerce and a newspaper in Japan. He was reported by the British to be 
meeting a certain Dr. Abel Frugoni at a local restaurant but after an 
investigation of Frugoni lasting several weeks no connection between the 
two could be found. 


In the meantime Ivasaki disappeared but later returned suddenly by 
Condor plane from Rio de Janeiro and was traced to Pugnalin's office. He 
still disappears at times, and is regarded aga very ali us tomer. 


Military Attaché. te 
All copies airmailed Feb. 2lst. 
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En lis translation of Gener. 1 Bautista volina's Speech 
at the luccheon he sid obner oroslazis -i:ve for th Cannan fabascs dor, err 
von Thermann, uncon the comp e ion of seven verrs ac Mormen Imbesec oor din 
anos ALresy cs. Duliished 24 "OESPILE® of Nave Lip, The, ore Us 


Woe. dabessaary, Gontlovens 

MCoon tbe Geran feabassacor will be celebreting 
his seventh year os toe representative of the tieich Yovernment. Anticineting, in 
this simple ani corte). luncheon the celebration of thet dete, corstitutes for us, 
‘s syyentines, e reL,yalthourh nodest, plescure, in the affect’ onate sentinent 
that th fmbesss ‘or inspires in us, end aleo the 9 ‘airation swakened in our spirit 

wr that creat nation which hc: represents. 

PTSNDS PhoVa GH SLLVES IN VIPFICULT TIMES. 

"T believe it is the opcortune time to exe 
press such sentinents 50 precise to the confusion 6f the majority ho inspire 
hete «nd ill feeling. It is the simple en? trivial truth that rerl friends ere 
proven in difficult times. German is et war. It has been 30 before on another 
memorable occasion, and tict tine, too, our country was carried eway from the 
pettem of impartielity that is reelly imposed by neutrality. 

VUNIFESTS GERMAN SENTIMENTS. 

"Actual circumstances should not, therefore, 
suffocate the expression of our sentimmts; on the con trary, we understand thet 
they dictate the duty of expressins with corresnondin: frankness es Arrentines 
conscious of their responsibility ond honor. 

; "There are not lacking those who proclaim 
their sympathy toward certain belligerent nations. Not with lesser merit are 
we to proclaim ourselves,the /rgentines old friends of Yermany, in our adrdration 
and respect for s country which has .iven to the cause of occidental culture and 
the civilization of modern times the permanent. contribution of their blood, their 
work, their technique. 

CONCTORNT IN Hs HENOIC NAZI SITUATION. 

"It is just that we cerry on - end vy not say 
it - with confidence for this tremendous znd heroic deed of that great nation 
now surrounded by the fate of circunstences, co-partner with the new Italy, in 
the sacrifice mnd rlory of its titanic ‘orce. 

HIGH VIRTUES OF THD GEIMAN SOLDIER. 

"Let me eid to these ¢eneral reflections one 
more antececvent - and this is personal - to justify on my part those sentiments. 

I was in Germany before and after the “orld “ar; ay 2 professional - end I else 
believe I interpret the sentiment o. the hirsh-reankin; army officers vho are with 

me “it this table, omd many more who are awy from the city on service and are 

sorry they cre not present on this occasion - I have been eble to see as vell as 
many of ‘ny collesgues the hirsh military virtues that distinguish the German soldier. 
I conserve, not only of the army but of the cultural, «enerous and disciplined 
country, an inde’ible memory of cordiel friendship and brilliant hospitelity. 

NOURING VILL STOP THE SPONTANEOUS IMPULSE OP GUE Hiv RTS 

"The presence st this table of representatives 
of the Amy, Navy, Le-islators, Msgistrates, intellectual and distinguished members 
of our ociety, who so penerously wanted to accompany me at this luncheon, demon- 
strates in itself thet those sentiments of affection and admiration are amply 
found in all walks of Argentine activity. I must admit that, elthough there is an 
disloyal and interested propayanda, it is impossible for one moment to stop the 
sincere and spontcneous impulse of our hearts." 

Von Thermann followed Molina who finished amid sreat applause. - 
Fe said: "I shall stort, my esteemed General and dis- 
tin: uished friend, by thinkin: you for addressiny me with such friendly and hon- 
orous words. I can interpret el] the understandin;; they contain, hut they ere rot 
meant for me but ror ‘ny country which I have hac the honor to represent in this 
noble nation for the past seven years. Wiat I am particularly thankful about is 
thet vou recognize my constant work in procuring a most ample knovledre of this 
country. vith this object in mind I have made innumerable trips, heving hed the 
opportunity of seeing the n-rthem part of the country, admiring the rend Ipuazt 
waterfi.lls. In the south, the richness of petroleum in Conodoro Hivadevia. In the 
west, the majestic bezuty of th Andes and the cultivated valleys in Mendoza. And, 
in ;eneral th whole expanse of the Argentine territory, the never-ending fertility 
of a country which has a capacity of sustzining meny more millions of inh:bitunts 
than it is now doing. 
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"it is really estonishins bow eternined 
D Opagania hes been ble to meke the German imnigrant or sons of Cernans 
Yoryet the merits that c-n invoke responsibility for antieAr-entine :ctivity. 
Vilh zon open conscience of my responsibility I cen orove thet until he 
present. in no c#se is th re «a clue that can be held arsinst ug. Toe referring 
to tie matter initiated on account of the ‘affeire'’ of Petayonia. 1 cen not. rive 
my opinion shout tne nrocess now teking plece ensinst the Gersen colonists in 
Misiones, vor it is still in the hands of the sourts. Tleref re if the love of 
a country ond the respect for the laws that covern if ore interpreted. including 
Cerman eitiaens recident in this country, :2 : trice Cirectod escinst the country 
of adoption, then this crime is conmitted bw innumershble Yormsns as well as 
millions of Spaniards and Italians. 


he CLAYS SHOULD RE ALLOVEL TO EATER. 

"Tem of the belief that, the Arrentine 
Govermnent in consejuence of its polit’ cally sincere neutrality before this 
European situation has no intention of ebendonine the German innifratory ele- 
nantyvhose loyalty and vulor for the orogress of the netion herve always been 
recoymized,to «gitetions the nurpoce of which is trensparent for this would be 
in violation of the Bonstitution :nd of promises made to these iniyrants, 
asking for the complete opnresion of those who then would hve no other recourse 
exccept to return to their own country. 

"J teke it for pranted that you who 
know Germany by sight do not take heed of such caluminous propaganda. If I heave 
referred to this nroblem it has been cone in « desire to plsice the reslity of 
things before this sclect circle. I am certain that ¢11 these maneuvers cre 
bound to fsil, beceus amp e circles in this country have another ides of Germany 
und the Germans, tnd particularly of the value of German imnigretion. I am 
confident for this reason that the traditional Cerman-Aryentine friendship will 
continue in spite ofthese attacks directed apainst it, frequently by very 
3lipvery methods." 
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In Commenta on Current Cvente Eater Item Heedings Mere 


Local port police believe that the explosion and subsequent fire 
hich totally destroyed a commercial structure in the South Dock section 
; Parly on the morning of February 8th, and blew a passing policeman many 
feet, was caused by a time bomb which was to have beon placed on en 
American or British vessel leaving Buenos Aires, First theorios were that 
gasoline storage tank had been the cause of the explosion, but as the 
blast was felt for many blocks the police have come to the bomb theory. 


For some days this police section has been investigating the 
activities of what they term Gestapo agents in the waterfront section. - 
hey state that evidence has been unearthed reveoling a plot to place 
ime bombs on British and American vessels as was done here during the 
forld War. One such bomb was placed on the French steamer Gascony some 
nonths ago here but exploded vhile stevedores were still working in the 

old, killing one and injuring several, 


Report was brought to the Military Attaché some weeks ago that 
\ fa former crew member of the American Xepublics Line was to place a bomb 
on one of these passenger vessels at Santos en route to New York. He was 
o fly from Montevideo to Sentos for the purpose. This information was 
cmunicated to the Embassy, officials of the company here, and by then 
to the police who picked up the alleged saboteur before he could leave 
Suenos Aires. 


Ukranian elements resident in the Buenos Aires dock section are 
aid by the police to be the actual agents used by the Nazis for the 
iwroposed placing of time bombs aboard vessels. Some time ago the police 
discovered a large amount of explosives in Ukrunian hands which at the 
time was believed destined for packing-plant and 
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Nazis who were arrested in Apostoles, Territory of Misionos, after 
a roundup by the Gendarmerie several weeks ago(previously reported) have 
been given their liberty by the judge in Posadas(capital) on the ground 
that the evidence did not warrent criminel action against them. The Court 
ruled, however, that these disturbers of the national order could be 
proceeded against on grounds of political crime, as they had organized a 
subversive movement which was broken up by the activity of the Gendarmes,. 
Territorial authorities look to the Federal Government to issue deportation 
orders against these Germans. 


There seems to have been a lull in Nazi activity recently or else 
it is kept so much umlercover as to be hidden from the enthorities. The 
orthern part of the country, in spite of the breakdown of the Misiones 
ovement, appears to be of special interest to the Nazis. 


Last Sunday in Salta, capital of the province of the same name, 
located in the foothills of the Andes in the far north of Argentina the 
police arrested a German nemed Emil Vogi, 28 yeors of age, who is said 
to be an asent of the Gestapo end to have been active in Misiones as a 
propegeanda agent.He was teacher in a local school. 


when searched by the Salta police, Vogi was found to be carrying 
maps of Brazil and Argentina, a large number of fotos which he had taken, 
and which included those of bridges, barracks and aerodromes, besides 
roush sketches of bridges and highways with shorthand notes which the 
police were unable to decipher. Vogi was travelling by motorcycle and 

had been through the provinces of “endoza, San Juan, La Rioja, Entre Rios, 
Corrientes, Cérdoba, Santiego del Estero, Catamarca and Tucumin. 
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